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Asio flammeusScientific Name:
 8924Element ID:Short-eared OwlCommon Name:

Hibou des maraisAlt Com Name:

Taxonomy

Aves

Strigidae

Strigiformes

Asio

Taxonomic class:

Order:

Family Name: Family Common Name:

Genus Name: Genus Common Name:

Taxonomic Comments:

Ranking and Protection Status

G5Global Rank: Special ConcernCOSEWIC Status:

Provincial Protection Status:Provincial Rank: S3B,S2N

Diagnostic Characteristics

Identification Comments:

The Short-eared Owl is a medium-sized, buffy-white owl with very 

short ear tufts. The upper parts are broadly but softly streaked. 

Brown streaks on the abdomen are narrow and more sharply 

defined. Flight feathers and tail are barred with brown. It has 

poorly defined blackish areas, which frame the owl's yellow eyes. 

The owl displays a black patch near the wrist under the wing in 

flight. It is more buffy than the Long-eared Owl, with no 

cross-barring on its abdomen. (COSEWIC 1994. 

N94CAD01SKCA)

unknown © cdc

Lookalikes:

Habitat Information and Comments

The Short-eared Owl is a bird of the open prairie. It depends on extensive areas of grassland habitat for nesting 

and foraging. It will occasionally use marshland, deep grass fields and low-use pastures where preferred habitat is 

not available. The Short-eared Owl prefers natural landscapes to cultivated fields.

Breeding:

The species is primarily a ground nesting bird. 

It will use abandoned nests of other birds.

Wintering:

The Short-eared Owl inhabits open areas including pastures, fields, hay meadows, grain stubble, young conifer 

plantations, marshes and old fields interspersed with trees and shrubs (COSEWIC 1994). 

The species will roost in low shrubs or bushes, especially in winter when snow cover can be quite deep.

||

-Depends on open to quite extensive areas of open habitat. As well, marshlands, deep grass fields and low-use 

pastures.

-In winter, it inhabits open areas including pastures, fields, hay meadows, grain stubble, young conifer plantations, 

marshes and old fields interspersed with trees and shrubs (COSEWIC 1994).

-The species mainly nest on the ground. Sometimes slightly higher roosts like low shrubs or bushes can be used, 

especially in winter when snow cover can be quite deep. It will use abandoned nests of other birds.

-The Short-eared Owl depends on small mammal populations and prefers natural landscapes to cultivated fields.

Habitat Comments:

Currently no threat comments for this species.

Threat Comments:
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Protection Comments:

-Avoid removal of dense ground cover as it leaves the nesting sites of the owl vulnerable to predators.

-Destruction and degradation of suitable habitat is being caused by urbanization and agriculture expansion.

-Overgrazing needs to be addressed as it is a factor in the alteration of the Owls habitat.

-It appears that Short-eared Owl populations can be linked with small mammal populations such as voles. When vole 

populations were high in 1997, the owl's populations also increased. Therefore great changes (reductions) to small 

mammal populations and habitat should be avoided.

-Domestic animal interaction should be avoided as it poses a threat to the Owl's nests and young.

Rural Municipalities:

No Subnational Data

Saskatchewan Distribution

-Breeding range estimated to be 594581 km2, wintering range 6701 km2. Mostly found in the Prairie Ecozone although 

some records from open bogs and recent burns of northern ecozones.

-Big Quill and Last Mountain Lake areas.

-Found around the Kindersley, Rosetown and Eston areas, as well in ranges around Saskatoon to Prince Albert. Also found 

west and south of Weyburn.

Range Extent Comments:

Phenology

Time of Year Phenology

Currently no phenology for this species.

Currently no phenology comments for this species.

Phenology Comments:

Reproduction and Ecology Comments

Currently no reproduction notes for this species.

Reproduction Comments:

Management Needs: 

-Preservation of native natural grasslands is important for the sustainability of the Short-eared Owl. These areas should not 

be converted to urban areas or into heavy land use by the agriculture sector. Draining of wetlands should be monitored as 

this can disrupt the owl's natural habitat.

-Human disturbances, such as roads, airports, railroads, and other infrastructure must be monitored as it leads to collisions 

or entanglement with aircraft, trains, road vehicles and machinery.

-Controlling vegetation succession in habitat and potential areas will benefit the Short-eared Owl. Reforesting can lead to 

loss of habitat. Monitor recreational developments such as golf courses so they do not impede on the owls environment. 

Examining the threat of predation and potentially controlling it will also be beneficial.

-Contact and inform private landowners in regards to conservation of this species. Educating the public in regards to the 

ecology and conservation of the Short-eared Owl, and more importantly habitat preservation at all levels.

-Government and managed land should be maintained, and addressed to ensure the viability of this species.

-Protection from hunting, possession, and selling should be covered in all Wildlife Acts throughout Canada.

-Contact the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre the specifics of a particular site.

Currently no management guidelines for this species.

Management Comments:

References

CitationReference ID

Copyright © 2005.  Saskatchewan Environment.  Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre.  All Rights Reserved.

2



Asio flammeusScientific Name:
 8924Element ID:Short-eared OwlCommon Name:

Hibou des maraisAlt Com Name:

 32 Witherby, H. F., F. C. R. Jourdain, N. F Tcehurst, and B. W. Tucker. 1938. The Handbook of 

British Birds. Volume 2: Warblers to Owls. H. F. and G. Witherby Ltd., London, United 

Kingdom. 352 pp.

 277 Hagen, Y. 1969. Norwegian studies on the reproduction on birds of prey and owls in relation 

to micro-rodent population fluctiations. Fauna 22:73-126.

 1208 Holt, D. 1985. The short-eared owl in Massachusets. Cape Nat. 14:31-35.

 1707 Bevier, L. R., editor. 1994. The atlas of breeding birds of Connecticut. State Geological and 

Natural History Survey of Connecticut Bull. 113. xvii + 461 pp.

 1720 Brower, J. E., and J. H. Zar. 1977. Field and laboratory methods for general ecology. W. C. 

Brown, Co. Publ., Dubuqe, Iowa.

 2078 Tate, J., Jr. 1986. The Blue List for 1986. American Birds 40:227-236.

 2420 Tate, G.R. 1991. Population dynamics, reproductive ecology, and conservation of two insular 

populations of the short-eared owl in Massachusetts. University of Massachusetts, Boston, 

Massachusetts. M.S. thesis. 107 pp.

 3239 Hess, G.K., R.L. West, M. Barnhill, and L. Fleming. In press. Birds of Delaware. Univ. 

Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh.

 3397 Combs, K. P., and C. R. Griffin. 1990. Population dynamics, habitat use and management of 

short-eared owls on Nantucket Island, Massachusetts. University of Massachusetts, 

Department of Forest and Wildlife Management, Amherst, Massachusetts. Unpublished 

progress report. 24 pp.

 3404 Goddard, T. R. 1935. A census of short-eared owls (ASIO FLAMMEUS) at Newcastle, 

Roxburgshire. Journal of Animal Ecology 4:113-118.

 3544 Pitelka, F. A., P. Q. Tomich, and G. W. Treichel. 1955. Breeding behavior of jaegers and owls 

near Barrow, Alaska. Condor 57:3-18.

 3666 Murray, G. A. 1976. Geographic variation in the clutch sizes of seven owl species. Auk 

93:602-613.

 3700 Larsen, J.C. 1987. Short-eared owl breeding survey. California Department of Fish and 

Game, Nongame Wildlife Investigation. Unpublished report. Project No. W-065-R-4, Job No. 

II-13.

 3806 Robbins, C. S. 1972. The season. Maryland Birdlife 28:105-117.

 3832 Brauning, D. W., editor. 1992. Atlas of breeding birds in Pennsylvania. University of 

Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 484 pp.

 3920 Tate, G.R., and S.M. Melvin. 1988. Population dynamics, habitat use, and management 

needs of the short-eared owl in Massachusetts. Massachusetts Division of Fish and Wildlife, 

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, Boston, Massachusetts. Unpublished 

progress report. 15 pp.

 4255 Stewart, R. E., and C. S. Robbins. 1958. Birds of Maryland and the District of Columbia. 

North American Fauna No. 62. U.S. Govt. Printing Office, Washington, D.C.

 4439 Beske, A., and J. Champion. 1971. Prolific nesting of short-eared owls on Buena Vista Marsh. 

Passenger Pigeon 33:99-103.

 4472 Adair, P. 1982. The short-eared owl (ASIO ACCIPITRINUS, Pallus) and the kestrel (FALCO 

TINNUNCULUS, L.) in the vole plague districts. Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist. 1982:219-231.

 4646 American Ornithologists' Union (AOU). 1989. Thirty-seventh supplement to the American 

Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American birds. Auk 106:532-538.

 5548 Tate, G. R., and S. M. Melvin. 1987. Population dynamics, habitat use, and management 

needs of the short-eared owl in Massachusetts: summary of 1986 research. Massachusetts 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. 

Unpublished report.

 6007 Robbins, C. S. 1969. The season. Maryland Birdlife 25:92-100.

 6038 Dement'ev, G. P., N. A. Gladkov, and E. P. Spangenber. 1951. Birds of the Soviet Union. 

Israel Prog. for Sci. Translations, Russian translation, Jerusalem, Israel.

 6082 Remsen, Jr., J.V. 1978. Bird species of special concern in California. State of California, The 

Resources Agency, Department for Fish and Game. 54 pp.

 6179 Korpimaki, E. 1985. Rapid tracking of microtine population by their avian predators: possible 

evidence for stabilizing predation. Oikos 45:281-284.

 6541 Glutz von Blotzheim, U. N., and K. M. Bauer. 1980. Handbuch der Vogel Mitteleuropas. 

Volume 9. Columbiformes-Piciformes. Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft, Wiesbaden.

 6674 Mikkola, H., and S. Sulkava. 1969. On occurrence and feeding habits of short-eared owl in 

Finland 1964-68. Ornis Fennica 46:188-193.

Copyright © 2005.  Saskatchewan Environment.  Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre.  All Rights Reserved.

3



Asio flammeusScientific Name:
 8924Element ID:Short-eared OwlCommon Name:

Hibou des maraisAlt Com Name:

 6981 Lockie, J.D. 1955. The breeding habits and food of short-eared owls after a vole plague. Bird 

Study 2:53-69.

 7168 Birney, E. C., W. E. Grant, and D. D. Baird. 1976. Importance of vegetative cover to cycles of 

MICROTUS populations. Ecology 57:1043-51.

 7314 Mikkola, H. 1983. Owls of Europe. Buteo Books, Vermillion, South Dakota. 400 pp.

 7345 Klimkiewicz, M. K., and J. K. Solem. 1974. First year of breeding bird atlas: Howard County 

Maryland. Maryland Birdlife 30(1):27-35.

 7634 Bent, A. C. 1938. Life histories of North American birds of prey. Part 2. U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 

170. 482 pp., 92 pls.

 8161 Dubois, A.D. 1924. A nuptial song flight of the short-eared owl. Auk 41:260-263.

 8326 Randall, T. E. 1925. Abnormally large clutches of eggs of short-eared owl (ASIO 

FLAMMEUS). Canadian Field Naturalist Monographs 39:194.

 8485 Bosakowski, T. 1986. Short-eared owl winter roosting strategies. American Birds 40:237-240.

 8564 Johnsgard, P. 1988. North American owls: biology and natural history. Smithsonian Inst. 

Press. 336 pp.

 8610 Smith, G. A. 1989. Point Peninsula, Jefferson County; mouse raptor mecca during the winter 

of 1987-1988. Kingbird 39(1):7-20.

 8817 Murray, J. J. 1952. A check-list of the birds of Virginia. Virginia Soc. Ornithol.

 8818 Federation of Ontario Naturalists and the Long Point Bird Observatory (compiled by M. D. 

Cadman, P.F.J. Eagles, and F. M Helleiner). 1987. Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario. 

Waterloo, Ontario: Universtiy of Waterloo Press.

 9001 Bailey, H. H. 1913. The Birds of Virginia. J. P. Bell Co., Inc., Lynchburg, Virginia. 362 pp.

 9007 Peterson, R.T. 1934. A field guide to the birds. First edition. Houghton Mifflin Co., Cambridge, 

Massachusetts.

 9712 Laughlin, S. B., and D. P. Kibbe, editors. 1985. The atlas of breeding birds of Vermont. 

University Press of New England, Hanover Vermont. 456 pp.

 10213 Clark, R.J. 1975. A field study of the short-eared owl (ASIO FLAMMEUS) Pontoppidan in 

North America. Wildife Monographs 47:1-67.

 10833 Palmer, R. S. 1949. Maine Birds. Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard 

College, Vol. 102. 656 pp.

 11006 Tate, G. R. 1992. Short-eared owl, ASIO FLAMMEUS. Pages 171-189 in K. J. Schneider and 

D. M. Pence, editors. Migratory nongame birds of management concern in the Northeast. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Newton Corner, Massachusetts. 400 pp.

 11051 Korpimaki, E. 1984. Population dynamics of birds of prey in relation to fluctuations in small 

mammal populations in western Finland. Ann. Zool. Fennici. 21:287-293.

 11371 Gronlund, S., and H. Mikkola. 1969. On the ecology the short-eared owl in Lapua Alajoki in 

1969. Suomenselan Linnut 4:68-76.

 11498 Village, A. 1987. Numbers, territory-size and turnover of short-eared owls ASIO FLAMMEUS 

in relation to vole abundance. Ornis Scandinavica 18:198-204.

 11568 Mebs, T. 1966. Eulen und Kauze, Strigidae. Kosmos-Naturfuhrer. Franckh'sche 

Verlagshandlung, Stuttgart, Germany.

 11729 Snyder, L.L., and C.E. Hope. 1938. A predator-prey relationship between the short-eared owl 

and the meadow mouse. Wilson Bulletin 50:110-112.

 11799 Holt, D. W., and S. M. Melvin. 1986. Population dynamics, habitat use, and management 

needs of the short-eared owl in Massachusetts: summary of 1985 research. Massachusetts 

Division of Fish and Wildife, Natural Heritage Program, Boston, Massachusetts.

 11833 Harrison, J. G. 1943. On a case of tuberculosis in a wild bird. Ibis 85:516-517.

 12062 Craighead, J. J., and F. C. Craighead, Jr. 1956. Hawks, Owls and Wildlife. The Stackpole 

Company, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and the Wildlife Management Institute, Washington, 

D.C.

 12249 Urner, C.A. 1923. Notes on the short-eared owl. Auk 40:30-36.

 12363 Andrle, R. F., and J. R. Carrol, editors. 1988. The atlas of breeding birds in New York State. 

Cornell Univ., Ithaca, New York. 551 pp.

 12398 Hall, G.A. 1983. West Virginia birds: distribution and ecology. Spec. Publ. Carnegie Mus. Nat. 

Hist. No. 7, Pittsburgh. 180 pp.

 12631 Cadman, M.D. 1995. COSEWIC status report on the Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) in 

Canada. Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa, ON. 53pp.

Copyright © 2005.  Saskatchewan Environment.  Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre.  All Rights Reserved.

4



Asio flammeusScientific Name:
 8924Element ID:Short-eared OwlCommon Name:

Hibou des maraisAlt Com Name:

 12754 Carter, M., C. Hunter, D. Pashley, and D. Petit. 1998. The Watch List. Bird Conservation, 

Summer 1998:10.

 12913 Banfield, A. W. F. 1947. A study of the winter feeding habits of the Short-eared Owl in the 

Toronto region. Canadian Journal of Research 25:45-65.

 13125 Melvin, S.M., D.G. Smith, D.W. Holt, and G.R. Tate. 1989. Small owls. Pages 88-96 in B.G. 

Pendleton, editor. Proceedings of the Northeast raptor management symposium and 

workshop. National Wildlife Federation, Washington, D.C. 353 pp.

 13128 Forbush, E. H. 1927. Birds of Massachusetts and other New England States. Part 2: Land 

birds from bob-whites to Grackles. Massachusetts Department of Agriculture, Boston, 

Massachusetts. 461 pp.

 13319 Root, T. 1988. Atlas of Wintering North American Birds: An Analysis of Christmas Bird Count 

Data. The Univ. of Chicago Press, Chicago, IL. 312 pp.

 13474 Cramp, S., editor. 1985. Handbook of the birds of Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. 

The birds of the western Palearctic. Vol. 4, terns to woodpeckers. Oxford University Press, 

Oxford, England.

 13735 Pitelka, F. A., P. Q. Tomich, and G. W. Treichel. 1955. Breeding Behavior of jaegers and 

owls near Barrow, Alaska. Condor 57:3-18. Ecological Monographs 25(1):85-117.

 15056 Urner, C. A. 1925. Notes on two ground-nesting birds of prey. Auk 42:31-41.

 15178 Young, L. S., J. G. Grenshaw, and L. L. Grenshaw. 1988. Food caching by a short-eared owl. 

Murrelet 69:39.

 15257 Clarke, R. D. 1974. Activity and movement patterns in a population of Fowler's toad, BUFO 

WOODHOUSII FOWLERI. American Midland Naturalist 92:257-274.

 15394 Urner, C.A. 1921. Short-eared owl nesting at Elizabeth, New Jersey. Auk 38:602-603.

 15468 Adamus, P. R. 1988. Atlas of breeding birds in Maine, 1978-1983. Maine Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Augusta. 366 pp.

 19543 COSEWIC 1994. Status report on the Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) in Canada. Ottawa, 

ON.

 100569 American Ornithologists' Union (AOU). 1983. Check-list of North American Birds, 6th edition. 

Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas. 877 p.

Copyright © 2005.  Saskatchewan Environment.  Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre.  All Rights Reserved.

5


